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1. The Green Deal and Circular Economy Action Plan

The European Green Deal' resets the Commission’s commitment to tackling envi-
ronmental-related challenges and launched a concerted strategy for a climate-neutral,
resource efficient and competitive economy. While several key legislative proposals,
such as the new Batteries Regulation® and the revised Regulation on Waste Shipments®
have already been adopted, the Commission is still working on the full implementation
of the new European Circular Economy Action Plan* as a milestone initiative and a
building block of the Green Deal. In order to achieve its ambitious objectives, the new
European Circular Economy Action Plan will be building on circular economy actions

already implemented by the EU since 2015 and provide a future-oriented agenda for
achieving a cleaner and more competitive Europe in co-creation with economic actors,
consumers, citizens and civil society organisations. The idea of the CEAP 2.0 is to go

! A European Green Deal | European Commission (europa.eu)

2 EUR-Lex - 52020PC0798 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)
> Waste shipments (europa.eu)

* Circular economy action plan (europa.eu)
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beyond recycling and waste management and concentrate on the design of the products,
key value chains and waste prevention measures, as explained below.

1.1. Establishing a Sustainable Product Policy Framework®

The design of sustainable products, the empowerment of consumers and public buyers
and circularity in production processes are the three main objectives of the new
Circular Economy Action Plan.

A Sustainable Product Policy Framework® will address these objectives by incentivising
design of sustainable products. Some legislative instruments, such as the Ecodesign
Directive’, the EU Ecolabel® or the EU green procurement (GPP)’ criteria are already
in place but had a limited impact due to the scope or the limitations of voluntary
approaches. There is not yet a comprehensive set of requirements, which ensures that
all products on the EU market are sustainable and circular. In order to mitigate these
shortcomings of the existing policies the Commission will propose a Sustainable
Product Initiative'.

Another key building block of the Sustainable Policy Framework is the empower-
ment of consumers. The Commission will propose a revision of EU consumer law
in order to ensure that consumers receive trustworthy and relevant information
on products at the point of sale, including on their lifespan and availability of
repair services, spare parts and repair manuals. These measures will be framed
by setting minimum requirements for sustainability logos and for information
tools, while also protecting consumers against green-washing and premature
obsolescence.

Circularity in production processes is an essential part of the transformation of
industry towards climate-neutrality and long-term competitiveness. As such it
delivers substantial material savings throughout value chains and production
processes, generate extra value and unlock new economic opportunities. Therefore,
the Commission is assessing options for further promoting circularity in industrial
processes. This encompasses the development of a meaningful reporting and certi-
fications systems as well as the use of digital technologies for tracking, tracing and
mapping of resources.

° Sustainable product policy & ecodesign (europa.eu)
¢ sustainable_products_circular_economy.pdf (europa.eu)

7 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&locale=en
8 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32017R1369

° Green Public Procurement - Environment - European Commission (europa.eu)

10 Sustainable products initiative (europa.eu)
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